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NOTES OF JUDGE JOHN WALKER ON SENTENCING

 

[1] Mr Ford, you appear for sentence today on one charge of burglary and a 

representative charge which reflects 11 occasions when you made an intimate visual 

recording of another person. 

[2] What occurred in this case is that you entered the roof space above a 

woman’s toilet at a restaurant and took up a position above a cubicle and moved a 

ceiling tile so that you could see into the cubicle.  You then filmed 11 women using 

the toilet.  The burglary charge arises because you entered the building with the 

intention of committing a crime in that building, namely making intimate visual 

recording. 

[3] These offences were a serious invasion of privacy, made worse by you 

creating a video recording of each of the women.  You have a large history of similar 

behaviour in 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013.  You have been 



 

 

imprisoned on several occasions for such offending, but the most recent sentence 

being a sentence of 15 months’ imprisonment imposed in 2013. 

[4] Your counsel, Mr Ross, has commissioned a psychiatric report from 

Dr Barry Walsh and I have read that very extensive and careful report.  You have a 

long history of voyeurism reflected by, at least to an extent, these charges and the 

previous convictions. 

[5] You have attended between 30 and 40 sexual offender programme sessions 

over the years.  You seek to understand why it is that you continue to offend and you 

currently do not have an understanding and the psychiatric reports do not give an 

answer to that other than it occurs and providing at least some options for medical 

psychiatric treatment. 

[6] You have yourself suffered serious sexual abuse at a young age and 

repeatedly.  The recommendation of Dr Barry Walsh is that there be a further 

assessment through Corrections and then consideration also be given to the provision 

of hormonal treatment.  It is also clear from Dr Barry Walsh that anything that can be 

done to encourage your social integration on your release from imprisonment should 

be advanced, in particular, employment and enhancing your social network or in fact 

creating one. 

[7] I am satisfied that your use of alcohol is not a cause of this offending as you 

correctly put it, it gives you courage to offend, it is a disinhibitor.  I have read the 

probation officer’s report.  I take as the purposes of sentencing, denouncing your 

conduct indicating how seriously the community views such behaviour and 

protecting the public.  Clearly there is no deterrent value in any sentence of 

imprisonment because the underlying reasons for your offending remain whatever 

they might be. 

[8] Whatever sentences are imposed unless that underlying situation is dealt with 

you will continue to offend.  But until such time as treatment is delivered and is 

effective, you remain a high risk to the community of further such invasions of 

privacy. 



 

 

[9] A burglary conviction is the lead offence, but it was an essential part of the 

sexual offending that occurred.  I take as a starting point to reflect the offending 

overall, against the background of the extensive similar offending, as a sentence of 

three years’ imprisonment.  You are entitled to credit for the guilty pleas which you 

have entered and although that was latish, and after a plea of not guilty had been 

entered, the circumstances have been explained in the submissions by Mr Ross and I 

accept that a full reduction is justified. 

[10] You are therefore sentenced on the burglary charge to two years and 

three months’ imprisonment. 

[11] In respect of the making of the intimate recordings, the same sentence is 

imposed.  All terms are to be concurrent. 

[12] I am going to direct that the psychiatric report accompany the warrant of 

imprisonment so that that report forms part of the management of your sentence and 

will be there to assist the Parole Board in considering the appropriate release 

conditions.  It will obviously be important that on your release the recommendations 

of Dr Barry Walsh, so far as they are able to be put into place, are put into place in 

the long term interest of the community and of you. 

[13] Mr Ford, you are sentenced today to two years and three months’ 

imprisonment. 

 

John Walker 
District Court Judge 
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