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NOTES OF JUDGE N D COCURULLO ON SENTENCING 

 

[1] Mr Henderson you appear today for sentencing in respect of charges 1, 2, 4, 

7, 8 and 9 in the Crown charge notice dated 10 November 2015 of which charge 4 

injuring with intent to wound is taken as the lead charge with a maximum penalty of 

seven years’ imprisonment. 

[2] You accepted a sentencing indication of mine on 10 December 2015.  The 

content of that indication is to form part of and be included in this sentencing.  In 

that way I need not repeat for example the facts of what has occurred here.  They are 

contained comprehensively in that decision [save] to say as you well know, this was 

very serious violent offending.   

[3] The Crown invite me to discharge you in respect of charges 3, 5 and 6.  There 

is no opposition for that and pursuant to s 147 of the Act, you are now discharged in 

respect of charges 3, 5 and 6. 



 

 

[4] I return to the sentencing exercise and I park for the moment the discount 

decided for a guilty plea and start at the 42 months’ imprisonment.  You will 

remember that when you were via AVL there were some matters which you wanted 

Mr Sutcliffe to put to me.  Mr Sutcliffe has now had the opportunity to do that and I 

have heard that.  In addition to that I have seen the written documentation that you 

have provided.  It includes confirmation of some courses you have attended, a 

general apology letter about your behaviour with an explanation which contains 

some sensitive issues to which I have read and understood but out of respect for you 

and your family, need not repeat openly in Court.   

[5] The documentation also includes two letters that you have drawn for the 

victims of your offending.  Mr Sutcliffe is correct when he says that they show a 

degree of insight from you.  You appear to be articulate in those letters and I 

particularly made mention of your wish to have the victims know that you bear no 

ill-will to them.  

[6] There is the factor of the personal circumstances leading to your offending.  It 

is not the main consideration of mine but it provides the context really and answer in 

part to what I was searching for at the indication as to why it is you acted in such an 

explosive and violent way.  I see the aspect of alcohol and hear the submission made 

by Mr Sutcliffe that absent from alcohol you have some skills and can be as Mr 

Sutcliffe [terms] it, for example a model prisoner.   

[7] I come back to the 42 months as the starting point on the lead charge.  For the 

mitigation features which I have just set out for you, I discount the 42 months by 

three months bringing the point to that end at 39 months.  When I reapply the 

discount rounded to 10 months, that means that in total for the lead charge the end 

sentence is one of 29 months’ in prison or in effect two years and five months. 

[8] What I intend to do is impose that sentence on the lead charge and then 

reflect the seriousness of the other matters by imposing lesser prison sentences of 

which all of the prison sentences will run concurrently.  That will then mean 

Mr Henderson that the most you will do is the sentence on the lead charge which is 

two years and five months’ imprisonment. 



 

 

[9] Accordingly having discharged you on charges 3, 5 and 6, on charge 4 on 

conviction you are now sentenced to two years and five months imprisonment.  On 

charge 1 you are sentenced to nine months imprisonment.  Charge two, 18 months 

imprisonment.  Charge 7, two years imprisonment.  Charge 8, one month 

imprisonment.  Charge 9, one month imprisonment.  All of those prison sentences 

are to be served concurrently. 

 

 
 
___________________ 
Judge ND Cocurullo 
District Court Judge 
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