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NOTES OF JUDGE K J GLUBB ON SENTENCING

 
 

[1] Shane Brown-Aldridge, you appear for sentence today on a total of 19 

charges.  That is, three for burglary, one for possession of a Class A controlled drug, 

one possession of a Class C controlled drug, unlawfully taking times two, unlawfully 

getting into times two, theft times one, possession of a weapon times one, possession 

of instruments for burglary times one, reckless driving times one, driving while 

suspended times one, assault with a weapon times one, failing to stop for the police 

times one, possession of a knife times one and two charges of breach of your release 

conditions. 

[2]  You have pleaded guilty to all of these charges.  That guilty plea was entered 

after you appeared before me on 8 December 2015, at that time a sentence indication 

was sought.  I gave that sentence indication.  The way I arrived at that end sentence 

was I took a starting point on the burglaries of 26 months.  I uplifted for the drug 



 

 

offending by 24 months, got me to 50 months.  I then uplifted for the other matters 

that are before the Court by 16 months, got me to 66 months.  I then uplifted for the 

breach of your release conditions, noting of course that you had previous convictions 

but giving no discrete uplift for previous convictions.  I included that within the six 

months that I was going to uplift for the breach of release conditions, got me to 72 

months all up. 

[3] At that time, I gave an indication of 10 percent for youth, 25 percent for plea 

which got me down to 48 months plus disqualification.  Today, I adopt what I said in 

my sentence indication.  I gave an indication that there may be some hope for 

additional discount and your counsel has addressed me on that.   

[4] Just in terms of the facts, I note that between 3 and 7 April 2015, the premises 

at an address in Ponsonby were burgled.  The complainants were not home at the 

time, at the address there were electronic items, collectable shoes and various 

miscellaneous items were taken, estimated value of about $80,000.  The 

circumstances were that the offenders went to the premises, jemmied open a window 

and entered.  Once inside, they searched through the bedrooms, taking several items 

including electronic items, women’s and men’s clothing, jewellery in vast numbers.  

A vast number of collectible Nike shoes.  A total value, as I say, estimated at 

$80,393.24. 

[5] Also taken from inside the house was a set of Mercedes-Benz car keys.  That 

vehicle belonged to the complainant and it was parked in the garage securely.  You 

went into the garage and used the keys to open the Mercedes and loaded the property 

into it and left with the vehicle.  The complainant arrived home and discovered the 

garage door damaged and the house had been rummaged and police were 

subsequently called before a scene examination was undertaken.  Fingerprints were 

found at the scene and those were identified as your fingerprints.  You were spoken 

to at that time.  

[6] Subsequently between 10.30 pm on 20 April and 6.00 am on 21 April, 

another black Mercedes-Benz vehicle was stolen from a driveway in [address 1 

deleted].  That vehicle was valued at $112,000.   



 

 

[7] At about 10.40 am on 4 May, you and your co-defendant, a Mr Saovao, were 

on [location deleted] in that vehicle.  You were the driver.  Mr Saovao was the 

passenger.  Together, you went to an address at [address 2 deleted].  You gained entry 

to that residence.  Once inside, you searched for items of value and took jewellery 

boxes, electronic devices, including a flat screen TV, placed these items in the stolen 

motor vehicle before driving from the area. 

[8] You drove along West Harbour Drive where you were located by the police 

Eagle helicopter.  You drove to the Massey Rugby Club situated on Granville Road, 

Massey.  While in the carpark, you removed the large flat screen TV from the vehicle 

and discarded it in dense bush.  Detective Wilson saw you hiding the stolen TV and 

blocked your now stationary vehicle from exiting.  You drove the car, accelerated in 

reverse at speed, straight into the front of the police vehicle.  That impact shunted the 

police vehicle backwards, causing Detective Wilson to be wildly jolted within the 

vehicle and striking his head.  As a result, he sustained minor chips to his front teeth 

and mild concussion. 

[9] You then continued to drive at speed along Granville Drive towards  

Royal Road.  You turned on to Royal Road and you continued at high speed, using 

both sides of the road to negotiate corners.  You pulled on to the wrong side of the 

road and drove head on towards a marked police patrol car, travelling the opposite 

direction.  That vehicle had to take evasive action to avoid collision.  The police tried 

to stop you, activating their red and blue flashing lights.  You failed to stop, you 

continued to drive at high speed along Royal Road. 

[10] Once on the motorway, you attempted a u-turn to travel the wrong way on the 

busy motorway.  In your attempt to negotiate that u-turn, you crashed the vehicle in 

the centre median barrier.  You got out of the vehicle and you ran across the 

motorway’s westbound motorway lanes and jumped a fence into residential 

properties.  The defendant Saovao was apprehended by the police as he got out of the 

passenger seat. 

[11] You fled however, climbed the fence into a residential property at  

[address 3 deleted].  That was a fully fenced residential property.  You were in 



 

 

possession of a yellow-handled flathead screwdriver.  With that, you forced open a 

window to the address, gaining entry to the inside.  As you started to climb through 

the window, you were deterred by two large dogs inside.  Police approached you, at 

which time you threw your cellular phone into the side of the house, breaking it open 

and you threw the screwdriver in the opposite direction.  You were taken into 

custody.   

[12] Checks revealed that you were a suspended driver as well.  Also that the 

stolen vehicle was searched, located within the vehicle were items from [address 2 

deleted].  Located in clear view on the top centre of the console was a black multi-

tool with the blade fully extended.  Also in the same location was a camouflage-

coloured extendable tactical knife.  Further located protruding out of the black Nike 

satchel situated in the foot of the front passenger seat, was a silver-coloured kitchen 

knife.   

[13] Located in the same compartment with the Nike bag was a sealable plastic 

bag containing 10 pink ecstasy tablets.  Also located in a separate compartment in 

that Nike bag was a plastic Sistema container, containing 3.5 grams of 

methamphetamine and two scoops.  Located in the side pocket of the bag, was a 

small plastic sealable bag containing 4.47 grams of the Class A controlled drug 

methamphetamine.  All said, that equates to about eight grams.  An initial NIK 

narcotic identification test was done and it confirmed the presence of 

methamphetamine.  Located within a bag between the driver’s and passenger’s seat, 

was a sealable plastic bag containing 5.01 grams of the Class A controlled drug 

amphetamine.  Additionally, located in the black bag were 250 millilitres of the Class 

B controlled drug GBL.  I think that is one of the charges that has been withdrawn. 

[Not considered for sentencing purposes.] 

[14] Additionally located in the rear pocket of that bag was a 60 centimetre metal 

baton shaped torch.  It was shaped like a miniature baseball bat.  Also in the black 

satchel there were two further flathead screwdrivers.  Located in the centre console 

was the multi-tool.  Located in your possession at the time of your arrest was the 

other screwdriver.  Those items are used for burglary.  You admitted driving the 

vehicle and knowing it was stolen.   



 

 

[15] On 2 May, the victim parked their Subaru car in Botany Town Centre.  They 

left the car locked and secured at about 2.35 that day.  The victim returned to the car 

and discovered it missing from the parking space.  At about 2.40 pm that day, you 

went to Botany Honda motorcycle store.  You went inside the store and began 

looking around, pretending to be searching for particular items.  After a few minutes, 

you picked up two motorcycle helmets that were displayed on a table near the 

entrance.  A staff member approached asking if you needed help.  At that, you seized 

the opportunity and ran from the store with the helmets.  You ran to that Subaru 

vehicle that had been stolen and which was parked on the road directly outside with 

the front passenger door open and waiting. 

[16] You got into the front passenger seat.  The employee who chased you, pushed 

the car door into one of your arms as you got in and it caused you to release one of 

the helmets but you took the other helmet and you departed in the car.  It was valued 

at $699.  That car was subsequently found abandoned on Anglesea Street, Ponsonby 

on 3 May.  Your fingerprints were found there as well. 

[17] Finally, in this round-up if you like, at about 12.00 am on 3 May, the 

complainant secured her Subaru Forrester car at an address in  

[address 4 deleted].  Sometime before 6.00 am, that car was unlawfully taken.  On 5 

May, it was recovered by police in Ti Rakau Drive, Pakuranga.  A scene of crime 

examiner lifted fingerprints from the rear window and also from an item found 

within.  Your fingerprints were found on that as well. 

[18] None of that does you any credit, Mr Brown-Aldridge.  It is a sorry catalogue 

of offending over a very short space of time, between 20 April and effectively 4 May.  

So a little over two weeks, you went on this crime rampage.   

[19] When I look to your previous conviction history, it is short within the adult 

Court.  You have some notations from within the Youth Court for theft and 

unlawfully interfering with motor vehicles but little in the adult Court.  When I look 

to aspects of planning and premeditation, with at least two properties there was 

significant planning and premeditation.  Vehicles were stolen, items were taken in 

significant quantities and you left the scene with them. 



 

 

[20] There was repeat offending over this period of time.  There was a significant 

amount of property taken or damage done.  Reparation is significant.  I do not have 

the total figure but certainly the second vehicle was worth $112,000.  I do not have 

the value of the property taken from the house but on the summary it was obviously 

significant.  Then there was the $80,000 plus from the first burglary and the other 

car.  So it too is significant.  I do not see that reparation is a remote possibility in 

your circumstances.   

[21] There is the impact on the victims.  I have read the victim impact statements.  

It is marked, it is predictable and it is significant.  Law-abiding citizens are entitled 

to have their properties respected.  They should not be subjected to burglaries by 

others coming into their houses and stealing their property and their annoyance and 

distress at that is entirely understandable.  The Court takes account of that. 

[22] There is no mitigation in this offending.   

[23] Your counsel made submissions to the Court at the time of the sentence 

indication and I factored in your young age, the fact of the limited previous 

conviction history you had and the fact that you had entered pleas early.  In 

consequence of that, I gave the indication as detailed within my ruling and that was 

accepted. 

[24] Today I have the benefit of a pre-sentence report.  You are 22 years of age.  

You attributed your current offending to your lack of finance, drugs and antisocial 

associates and that appears to be the case.  The observation of the report writer was 

that you are somewhat nonchalant and acknowledge your drug use at that time and 

the burglaries were just something that you did essentially to fund that habit.  Well if 

that is the case, it cannot happen anymore. 

[25] The offending-related factors identified by the report writer are  

offending-supporting attitudes, behaviours, your youth, antisocial associates and 

substance use.  They assess you as being a high likelihood of re-offending and 

posing a high risk of harm to others.  They look to your continued non-compliance 

with Court orders and I note there are no less than two charges for breach of your 



 

 

parole, essentially not attending a CADS course and also not turning up for meetings 

as you were supposed to do before the Court as well.  The recommendation is one of 

imprisonment. 

[26] I note that you are supported by your partner in Court today and your 

grandmother is here too.  She has been a feature in your life for many years.  You 

also have two young children and you want to be the father that you should be and 

be someone that they can look up to.  I have read your letter to the Court and I also 

recognise that you appreciated that you are not providing them with the example that 

they should have at this stage.  You want to turn your life around and you want to 

make better use of your time.  You realise that you cannot continue down this course. 

[27] I note too that whilst you have been in prison, you have been using your time 

well.  You engaged in the NCEA distance education programme, that you have 

enrolled in maths level 1, business level 1 and Spanish level 1 and you are an active 

participant in this distance education and that shows diligence and determination and 

we hope that you can continue to do that.  It is all to your benefit.  If you can come 

out of prison with some qualifications, it will set you on the right step to move 

forward positively.  I also see you have done other programmes; a parenting 

programme and a CIRCO education programme. I factor those matters into my 

determination today.  The recommendation of the report writer is one of 

imprisonment. 

[28] Your counsel asks me to give you some further discount for the efforts that 

you have made and the police are supportive of that approach as well, very 

generously.   

[29] Today then, Mr Brown-Aldridge, what I do is I take that starting point of 26 

months for the burglaries.  I uplift for the drug offending by 24 months, it gets me to 

50 months.  I uplift for the balance of the offending by 16, got me to 66 and then I 

uplifted for the breach of the release conditions and noting your previous but not 

giving any discrete uplift for that, it gets me to 72 months.   



 

 

[30] What I am prepared to do today is I give you 10 percent discount for your 

youth which is 7.2.  It brings me down to 64.8.  I will allow a further 7 percent for 

your remorse and the steps you have taken whilst in prison.  7 percent on 64.8 is 

4.53, it brings you down to 60.26.  I give you 25 percent for your pleas, they were 

early, after it had been resolved and 25 percent on 60.26 is 15.06, which brings me 

down to 45.19 which I round down in your favour to 45 months.   

[31] The way I sentence you on those matters is on the three burglaries, although I 

note one is slightly lesser, but on all three I give the same sentence.  For the three 

burglaries, I convict you and sentence you to imprisonment for a period of 25 

months.  Two years and one month. 

[32] On the two drugs charges, on the first of those, the possession of the Class A 

controlled drug methamphetamine, on each of those I convict you and sentence you 

to imprisonment for a period of 12 months.  I make the 12 months on the possession 

of Class A cumulative on the sentence of burglary on charging document 4013.   

[33] Then on the following charges, the charge of unlawfully taking the motor 

vehicle, that is the Mercedes-Benz, charging document 3236, on that charge I convict 

you and sentence you to imprisonment for a period of eight months.  That is 

cumulative on the 12 months that I just imposed on the possession of 

methamphetamine.  So it is cumulative on charging document 3229.  I have to do it 

like this to get it to where it needs to be, all right?  

[34] Then on the following charges, you are convicted and sentenced to eight 

months on each which is concurrent with the eight months I have just imposed.  That 

is, the unlawfully taking of the earlier Mercedes-Benz.  The unlawfully getting into a 

motor vehicle times two, the theft of the motorcycle helmet, the possession of the 

black large torch in the shape of a baton.  The possession of instruments for burglary 

and the assault with a weapon on the detective.  On each of those, you are convicted 

and sentenced to eight months’ imprisonment. 

[35] Then finally, on the balance of the charges, the charge of reckless driving you 

are convicted and sentenced to two months’ imprisonment and I disqualify you from 



 

 

holding or obtaining a driver’s licence for a period of six months, starts today.  On 

the driving while suspended, convicted and sentenced to two months and 

disqualified from driving for six months, starts today as well.  

[36] On the charge of failing to stop for the police, you are convicted and 

disqualified from holding or obtaining a driver’s licence for three months which is 

cumulative on the reckless disqualification. That commences on  

10 September 2016.  The other disqualifications start on 10 March. 

[37] Then possession of a knife; convicted and sentenced to two months’ 

imprisonment. 

[38] The two charges of breach of your parole; convicted and sentenced to two 

months’ imprisonment. 

[39] So all up today Mr Brown-Aldridge, I have convicted you and sentenced you 

to 45 months or three years and nine months in prison.  Do you understand?  All 

right thank you, stand down and let’s not see you back here again.   

ADDENDUM: 

[40] In addition Mr Brown-Aldridge, I did not mention order for destruction of the 

weapon; that is that torch-shaped item.  Destruction of the instruments for burglary 

and also destruction of the knife. 

 
 
 
K J Glubb 
District Court Judge 
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