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Judges sometimes defer announcing their decisions at the end of a hearing 
because of the complexity of their work and matters they must consider. These 
decisions are “reserved” and delivered at a later time, usually in writing. The 
following charts show the number of reserved decisions and amount of time taken (in 
months) to deliver these. 







On 1 July 2019, a myriad of significant legislative amendments to the Oranga 
Tamariki Act 1989 came into force. The changes introduced wide-ranging reforms 
across the child protection and youth justice framework, and Family Court judges 
ensured they were prepared.





** NGA KAPUAO O TE RANGAMARIE

With all the trouble in this world in which we live 
man will always strive for peace thus bringing 
about a much greater understanding of each other. 

The two figures on either side of this taonga 
depicting the disruptive forces man must face 
throughout life. 

The backgrounds cloudy type structure depicts 
mans inner most strength which allows him alone 
to decide the path along which his life will progress. 

Central to mans disruptive interferences 
throughout is the smiling face of harmony 
tranquility and peace. 



A moving opening pōwhiri at Pipitea Marae and a visit to a Lower Hutt boxing 
academy that helps young people were among the highlights of the 2018 
committee meeting of the South Pacific Council for Children and Youth Courts.



 



The District Court judiciary has taken an active interest in responding to public 
concerns about the justice response to sexual violence. In 2016, I determined that 
the District Court would take a lead in addressing some of those concerns by 
piloting a sexual violence court within existing law after the concept had been 
floated by the Law Commission.
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In 2018, the legal profession’s workplace culture and particularly its treatment of 
women came under the spotlight.



— Jan-Marie Doogue, 

Chief District Court Judge
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Most of the District Court’s work occurs in its criminal jurisdiction which, for the 
purposes of reporting the total level of work, encompasses jury and Youth Court 
matters. 
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The Youth Court is a specialist division of the District Court, overseen by 
the Principal Youth Court Judge and involving about 50 designated judges. 
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The District Court includes an extensive civil jurisdiction for resolving disputes 
between individuals or organisations 



The judicial work of the District Court is undertaken not only by judges, but also by 
Community Magistrates, who have a vital role in dealing with the court’s criminal 
work in the communities where they serve.
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