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NOTES OF JUDGE L C ROWE ON SENTENCING

 

 

[1] Quinten Waho, you appear for sentence having pleaded guilty to a charge of 

aggravated robbery, two charges of breach of prison release conditions and a charge 

of theft of a motor vehicle. 

[2] The aggravated robbery is clearly the most serious offence.  On 21 March you 

were with associates in Levin.  At some stage you were with the victim who is known 

to one of your friends.  As a group you purchased alcohol from New World and then 

remained together having a drink.  The victim wanted to go home but was persuaded 

to have another drink with you all at the Levin Adventure Playground.    

[3] While the victim was sitting on the edge of a sandpit one of your friends went 

up behind him, put their arm around his neck and strangled him to the point of 



 

 

unconsciousness.  Someone else in your group punched him repeatedly to the face.  

This assault caused not only the brief period of unconsciousness but the victim also 

suffered bleeding to the face and the loss of teeth.   

[4] He came to to find you removing items from his pockets.  You produced a large 

chef’s knife and demanded money from him.  When he said he had no money you took 

him to the nearest ATM machine to withdraw money.  At the ATM machine you looked 

over his shoulder, saw the balance in his account and instructed he withdraw $160.  

When that cash was generated you grabbed the money.  You then told the victim you 

were a gang member and if he went to the police his parents could get hurt. 

[5] The theft of the motor vehicle involved you going on to a property at night, 

finding a vehicle that was unlocked and driving it from the premises.  You drove it 

until the engine packed up.  The vehicle sustained permanent damage and a lot of items 

that were in the vehicle went missing.  Total loss to that victim is $3460.   

[6] The breaches of release conditions relate to you failing to report as instructed 

after serving a sentence of imprisonment for burglary. 

[7] I gave you a sentence indication which you accepted.  I adopted a starting point 

for the aggravated robbery of three years nine months’ imprisonment which had regard 

to the fact you were involved with others and, while I did not consider it established 

that you committed the most serious assaults on this victim, you took advantage of the 

fact he had been seriously assaulted.  You then made matters worse by producing a 

knife and taking him to the ATM machine.  It was a very serious robbery of its kind. 

[8] I added six months for the unlawful taking of the motor vehicle and breaches 

of sentences, and I added a further four months for the fact that this was offending 

while subject to sentences and having regard to your previous convictions which 

include aggravated robbery. 

[9] The overall starting point I adopted was four years seven months.  I was able 

to bring that back to 41 months, that is three years five months, to allow for your early 

guilty pleas, if entered.  You accepted that indication.  You pleaded guilty at a relatively 



 

 

early stage.  I left open that there could be a further reduction of your sentence having 

regard to other mitigating factors including your young age.   

[10] You are only 19 years old.  It is a real tragedy, Mr Waho, that a 19 year old is 

standing in front of me facing these sorts of charges and facing imprisonment.  I can 

tell you now I do not like sending young men such as yourself to prison.  As a society 

and as a community it is a tragedy any time that happens. 

[11] The extent of a discount for youth has been the focus of submissions today.  

There are cases, and I referred your lawyer to them when you were last in front of me, 

about the extent of a discount for your age.  The cases that are referred to talk about 

making allowance for the fact that young men take a while to develop and are not fully 

mature until about the age of 25. But, of course, the closer you get to that age the less 

credit you get for that.   

[12] The cases also say that while the Court should make allowance for a  person’s 

young age, and perhaps their lack of maturity, equally they need to show they are open 

to rehabilitation, perhaps have some remorse, some understanding and have 

responded, or are capable of responding, to rehabilitative sentences. 

[13] The pre-sentence report about you notes that you have now received terms of 

imprisonment and have offended very soon after release.  You last only a matter of 

months in the community before being remanded in custody again.   

[14] The higher levels of discount for age are given for younger offenders or 

offenders who are more open to rehabilitation but equally I cannot dismiss the fact that 

you are still a young man.  I want you to understand that there is still hope, that you 

can take advantage of opportunities to turn things around.   

[15] I would like you to find the day when you do not have to be standing where 

you are now.  That you are able to make your way in the community and I would like 

you to listen to the people who tell you how that can be achieved. 



 

 

[16] For present purposes I look at that four years seven months’ starting point and 

I deduct seven months for your young age.  That is possibly generous in the 

circumstances having regard to the pre-sentence report, and if you come back before 

the Court again, it is unlikely you will receive such a discount.  From the four years I 

deduct one year for your guilty plea which is the full 25 percent discount.  Brings me 

back to 36 months as the end sentence.  That is three years. 

[17] Such a sentence means you will have to go in front of the Parole Board.  That 

could happen quite soon.  You will be in front of your first board after 12 months and 

you have been in custody now for a few months.  When you do go in front of the board 

I hope the whānau who are in Court with you today, and other whānau who know you 

well, come to the board with you and talk about the good qualities of Quinten Waho.  

Talk about the way in which you can fit back into this community and make a 

meaningful difference in your life.  But you are the one who has to do the hard work. 

[18] I certainly would like to find a way where you do not put anyone else at risk of 

suffering this sort of victimisation again.  Those are the sorts of things the Parole Board 

will talk to you about.  I can tell you now, they are no fools.  They can spot a phony, 

they can spot someone who is not trying.  But equally if you are open to finding ways 

to change then they will be open to supporting you with that. 

[19] On the charge of aggravated robbery you are convicted and sentenced to three 

years’ imprisonment.   

[20] On the charge of unlawfully taking the motor vehicle you are sentenced to six 

months’ imprisonment concurrently, so that is at the same time.   

[21] On the two breaches of release conditions you are sentenced to two 

months’ imprisonment, again concurrently.   

[22] Reparation of approximately $4000 is sought for you.  It is beyond your means 

to pay it and I think it would be futile to impose reparation today.  Much as these 

victims deserve to be paid back I simply think you are not in a position to pay it in the 

near future. 



 

 

 

 

L C Rowe 

District Court Judge 


