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NOTES OF JUDGE G A ANDRÈE WILTENS ON SENTENCING 

 

 

[1] Ms Stemposki, you have pleaded guilty to two charges: importing cocaine into 

New Zealand, and possession of cocaine for supply. 

[2] The quantity of drugs and the purity of the drugs is an important consideration.  

There is just over four kilograms of cocaine and it runs at a purity of some 86 percent.   

[3] What that means to me is not so much in terms of dollars and cents as to what 

it can be sold for, but what it is going to do to the community. 

[4] I agree with the prosecution that the starting point for someone who is at the 

low end of criminal culpability by being what we describe as a mule or a courier, for 

that quantity and purity of drugs sits around 12 years’ imprisonment. 



 

 

[5] The Court has the benefit of previous cases by way of comparison and by way 

of setting what the appropriate sentencing limit is provided by both the prosecution 

and defence, and it is by applying those previous cases as precedent authorities that I 

get to a start point of 12 years imprisonment. 

[6] Because you are going to be serving time in prison, you are at a disadvantage 

compared to local people in a similar situation.  That disadvantage stems from the fact 

that your family is still in Brazil, your friends are there, you do not speak the language 

here and of course we have different moral standards that you will have to adjust to.  

So for you to serve a term of imprisonment is more arduous than it might be for others. 

[7] I take those things into account together with the fact that you have no previous 

convictions either here or overseas it seems.  

[8] Because your guilty plea occurred at an early stage, I am also able to give you 

a 25 percent discount from the starting point in relation to those. 

[9] So, taking one year off because of no previous and because of difficulties that 

you will have serving your term of imprisonment, and then further reducing the start 

point by 25 percent and rounding it down to the least number I can possibly impose, I 

end up with an end sentence of eight years’ imprisonment. 

[10] I impose that on both charges concurrently; and the drugs are to be destroyed.  

No MPI is imposed. 

 

 

_________________________ 
Judge GA Andrée Wiltens 

District Court Judge 
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