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NOTES OF JUDGE J JELAS ON SENTENCING

 

 

[1] Mr Hatcher, you are here today for sentencing on the 11 charges that you 

pleaded guilty to after I gave you an indication of what your sentence would be if 

you pleaded guilty. You accepted that indication prior to entering your pleas.
1
   

[2] The charges all relate to offending against your partner and the woman 

pregnant to you.  They are for offences between 8 May 2016 to 22 November 2016.   

[3] On 8 May 2016 you are alleged to have assaulted the complainant by pushing 

her, causing her arm to connect with the corner of the house.  These alleged facts are 

the subject of the first male assaults female charge.  
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[4] On [date deleted]September 2016 the two of you were at a friend’s address.  

You are said to have become agitated and in an angry state began to verbally abuse 

her.  When walking along the road you ran at her, punching her a number of times in 

the head.  In order to get away from you she ran into the middle of the road, but you 

followed her and continued to punch her in the head.  Eventually you ran off.  She 

reports she did not suffer any particular injuries on that occasion. 

[5] Three days later, on [date deleted] September 2016, the two of you were in 

the [location deleted] area.  Again you are said to have been in an agitated state and 

were verbally abusive towards her.  You had a mistaken belief that she had been 

unfaithful to you.  You pushed her onto the ground.  You then stood over her and 

slapped and punched her multiple times around the head and arms.  She was able to 

get up at one point, but you continued to verbally abuse her.  You then walked up to 

her holding a 20 centimetre long knife, pointing the blade at her, and making 

stabbing motions with it.  You stated to her that you could kill her if you wanted to.  

You ran off a short time later.  The complainant reported suffering bruising to her 

arms, face and a cut to her nose.  A third male assaults female charge was laid and a 

charge of threatening to kill.  

[6] Two months later, on [date deleted] November, the two of you were at your 

home address [location deleted].  At this time it was known to you that your partner 

was pregnant with your first child together.  Again you are alleged to have been in a  

agitated state and were verbally abusive towards her, again indicating jealously 

tendencies on your behalf and suggesting she had been unfaithful to you.  You 

punched her on her wrist and knee and then left the property.  A charge of male 

assaults female has been laid in respect of that alleged incident. 

[7] The following day, just after lunch-time, both you and your partner were 

spoken to by your landlord.  It is recorded that you walked up to your partner and 

pushed her against the wall using your forearm.  You were told to leave and you 

briefly did so before returning a short time later.  At this point the two of you were in 

the garage area, where you were packing a bag.  You then pulled out a machete, 

pointed it at her and began to verbally abuse her, calling her different abusive names, 



 

 

such as “filthy whore” and “prostitute”.  After a few minutes you did seem to calm 

down to some extent and the machete was put away.  

[8] While the two of you were still in the garage, you then closed the garage door 

and secured it shut using sticks and ropes.  This was done to prevent your partner 

from leaving.  Again your jealousy tendencies were evident and you accused her, as 

you had on previous occasions, of being unfaithful.  You then took out a baseball bat 

and began swinging it round, stating that you wanted to hit her in the kneecaps and 

making other threats to her, such as wanting to put her in a coma and kill her.  When 

your partner attempted to leave the garage you then grabbed her by the hair and 

pulled her away from the door.  This caused her clothes to tear.  You eventually left 

the garage and walked down the street, but returned and punched your partner on the 

arm and on the back of the head.   

[9] As a result of all of that offending you have been charged with two charges of 

possession of an offensive weapon.  One charge relates to the machete, the other 

charges relates to the baseball bat.  You have also been charged with threatening to 

cause grievous bodily harm to your partner and a further charge of assault upon her. 

[10] Just over one week later the final alleged assault is said to have occurred the 

two of you were again together and there was arguing.  You became angry.  You 

stood over her and punched her once in the stomach with a closed fist.  She then 

moved away and sat down at a nearby table where you again punched her a further 

time.  No injuries are reported as a result of that final incident.  

[11] In addition to all of the above alleged offending upon your partner there is a 

charge of breaching your release conditions.  You last sentence before the Court was 

imposed in July 2015.  You received a sentence of one year 11 months’ 

imprisonment.  You were subject to release conditions.  It is alleged that in October 

last year you breached your release conditions by not reporting to the 

probation officer when required.  

[12] The victim is here in Court to support you today.  Through Ms Giles, she has 

helpfully advised me that at the time of the offending your partner was not in fact 



 

 

pregnant.  She thought she was but there was an error.  Your partner, as she is 

demonstrating today and as she has written to the Court in the past, continues to 

support you despite this offending.  She wants to work with you to build a 

meaningful, respectful and violent free relationship together. 

[13] The Probation Service has prepared a report.  It starts by referring to your 

significant criminal history. You have 96 previous convictions committed over a 

lengthy period of time.  Past convictions include violent offending.  The person who 

wrote this report is also the person who is allocated as your probation officer and, 

therefore knows you well.  Due to your extensive history of criminal offending that 

includes the violence offending, you are assessed as being a high risk of re-

offending.  Factors that contribute to your high risk of re-offending include a 

propensity by you to be violent, relationship difficulties and attitude issues.   

[14] Further, the department has assessed that you do have a harmful pattern of 

alcohol and drug use.  When spoken to by the probation officer about the offending, 

you explained that at the time you thought your partner was being unfaithful to you 

and you also acknowledged that at the time you were under the influence of alcohol 

and drugs which affected your ability to reason.  To the probation officer, you 

displayed remorse and were embarrassed and ashamed for what had happened.  You 

have expressed a desire to participate in a restorative justice meeting but 

unfortunately one could not be arranged with the victim, but I acknowledge that you 

were willing to participate.   

[15] The Probation Service has recorded various release conditions that are likely 

to be imposed when you are released from your prison sentence.  The purpose of the 

release conditions is to make available to you the counselling and other assistance 

that you need to try and move on from not only these offences but your lifestyle of 

offending.  I am recording that those release conditions will include that you cannot 

associate with the victim, your partner immediately upon your release.  The 

Probation Service will want you to go through some of the programmes and 

complete those programmes before they are of the view that it is safe for the two of 

you to reconnect.  That will be a matter for the Parole Board.  It is not something that 

I can determine, but I want to raise it with you because I anticipate that you would 



 

 

want to immediately reconnect with the victim upon your release.   However, that 

can only happen after you have undertaken some rehabilitation to ensure that when 

you do meet up again that you are able to progress your relationship in a healthy 

respectful supportive and non-violent way. 

[16] I have read the letter that you have provided to me today.  Your letter reflects 

the sentiments that you have already expressed to the probation officer.  Your letter 

records that you feel remorseful for your offending and a deep-seated feeling of grief 

for your partner.  You also feel a high level of guilt, embarrassment and a feeling of 

shame as a result of all your wrongdoings.  In the future you want to work together 

with your partner to improve things.  You refer to attending CADS, alcohol and drug 

courses, returning to the Salvation Army Church and possible couples counselling.  

You see your future with your partner, but I take from your letter that you realise you 

need to undertake some work in order to be able to enter into a healthy relationship 

with her.  Well done for that recognition. 

[17] As indicated, when you were last before me the lead sentence on the most 

serious charge will be one of two years two months’ imprisonment.  I must now 

formally go through the process of imposing a sentence in respect of each of the 

charge.  All of these sentences are what we call concurrent.  That means they run at 

the same time.  The longest period, as I have said, will be two years two months 

imprisonment. 

[18] Charging document ending 9108 of male assaults female, six months’ 

imprisonment. 

[19] Charging document ending 9109 male assaults female, six months’ 

imprisonment. 

[20] Charging document ending 9110 male assaults female, six months’ 

imprisonment. 

[21] Charging document ending 9111 threaten to kill, 10 months’ imprisonment. 



 

 

[22] Charging document ending 9112 male assaults female, six months’ 

imprisonment. 

[23] Charging document ending 9116 male assaults female, six months’ 

imprisonment. 

[24] Two charging documents 9113 and 9114, both of possession of an offensive 

weapon, eight months’ imprisonment. 

[25] The lead charge of threatening to do grievous bodily harm, two years two 

months’ imprisonment. 

[26] Charging document 9100 of assault, six months’ imprisonment. 

[27] The final charge which is breach of release conditions, also six months’ 

imprisonment.  As I have said, they will all be concurrent. 

 

 

J Jelas 

District Court Judge 


