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[1] Mr Tikoi, you are appearing for sentence today on two charges of sexual 

violation by unlawful sexual connection.  You were charged with offences between 

January and December 2015 when the complainant was then aged 14 at her 

grandmother’s address.  You and other adults were at that house socialising and 

drinking alcohol.  The complainant that night was looking after your baby.  You 

would come into the room from time to time to check on the baby and in the course 

of doing that you lay down next to her while she was asleep.  She woke up to find 

you touching her stomach and her breasts.  You pulled her underwear to one side and 

began to lick her vagina.  She tried to close her legs to stop what you were doing.  

You pushed her legs apart.  You tried to remove her bra.  You were pulling hard on 

her which hurt her and left some marks.   

[2] She got up and went into the lounge and her aunty, your partner, then 

apparently clipped her bra back on but did not ask what had just been happening.  



 

 

The complainant went back to her room.  She went to sleep and woke up again later 

that night to find that you had removed the blankets and her underwear and were 

licking her vagina again.  You tried to put your fingers inside her but she was able to 

stop that.  You got up, you left the room for a brief period but only to return and lick 

her vagina again.  At one point you asked her to come with you to your room and 

when she refused you picked up the baby and left.  That was the first incident. 

[3] The second incident was in December on a night just before Christmas.  The 

complainant was asleep in bed.  She woke up to find you in the room rubbing her 

legs and touching her breasts over her bra.  You pulled her underpants down and 

began licking her vagina.  Occasionally you would stop if there was any noise 

outside and pull the blankets back up but once the coast was clear you carried on.  

Again you tried to digitally penetrate her and again she was able to stop you doing 

that but she had a sore vagina from your attempts to penetrate her in an aggressive 

way. 

[4] You left the room.  You came back a short time later.  She was lying on her 

bed.  You exposed your penis to her.  She covered her vagina with her hands.  You 

asked her “Do you want some dick?” and she said, “No”.  You put her hand on your 

penis.  You were moving it up and down.  She took her hand away.  She asked why 

you were doing this.  You asked her if she wanted to keep doing it and she said no 

and you got up and left apologising as you went.   

[5] You have previous convictions for driving offending and breach of 

community work but nothing of any relevance to these offences, and certainly 

nothing this serious.  There has been a significant impact on the complainant who 

says she was crying every night for two or three months.  She would be frightened 

during the evening when her mother came in to check on her.  For a time she 

entertained suicidal thoughts but not in recent times.  She has taken time off school 

for counselling which has assisted her.  She lost her appetite and spent a lot of time 

on her own.  Now she is always careful to make sure there is a female adult present 

who she can trust so this will not happen again. 



 

 

[6] The aggravating features of your offending are obviously significant harm to 

the complainant and some aggressive behaviour in terms of trying to penetrate her 

vagina and take her bra off.  The complainant was a vulnerable victim by reason of 

her age and where she was living, and your relationship to her aunty and there was a 

serious breach of trust involved.  I am not going to repeat the various submissions 

made by Crown and defence in relation to appropriate starting points and the 

authorities they referred to.   

[7] I said that the maximum penalty on these charges is 20 years’ imprisonment.  

There were two indecencies involved here.  It was a persistent course of conduct 

which involved some force and rough treatment of the complainant, and I did not 

consider that this was one of those cases where consent is sometimes a borderline 

issue.  Very clearly the complainant was not consenting to any of this and you 

physically forced the issue on two separate occasions.  I said an appropriate starting 

point for either of these two incidents would be at least four years’ imprisonment 

given the degree of violation involved.  I said when they were taken together and 

when the aggravating features are included, being significant breach of trust, abuse 

of a young and vulnerable victim and a significant impact on her, that would increase 

the seriousness overall on a totality basis to six years’ imprisonment and that would 

be my starting point. 

[8] I said I would discount that sentence by 25 percent should you plead guilty 

early and I would discount the sentence by a further 10 percent on the basis of your 

relative youth, which meant an end sentence of four years one month.  You accepted 

that indication and pleaded guilty.   

[9] I have a pre-sentence report which says you have limited insight into your 

offending but you present as regretting it.  You told the probation officer you were 

under the influence of alcohol.  You were prepared to attend a restorative justice 

conference but the complainant declined.  You have written a letter of apology which 

is attached to counsel’s submission.  You present as somewhat of a loner with limited 

social skills.  You had some difficulties at school.  You are unsure whether your 

relationship with the complainant’s aunty is going to continue.  You say that the two 

of you are trying to work things out.   



 

 

[10] Before you were remanded into custody you were [details deleted].  You 

acknowledge that what you did was wrong.  You knew that the complainant was 

under 16.  You are unable to explain why you did what you did.  You would meet the 

criteria for a sex offender’s treatment programme during the course of your prison 

sentence.  The report makes the only recommendation possible which is one of 

imprisonment.   

[11] I am asked to discount the sentence on the basis that you are remorseful and 

willing to take steps to address your offending, that you were willing to undertake 

restorative justice and you have completed a CADS course in custody but for some 

reason that certificate was taken off you this morning when you came to go to Court.  

Your letter says you take full responsibility for your actions and you will take all the 

necessary steps to change your ways.  Undertaking that CADS course on a voluntary 

basis was a good first step and that says to me that you are genuine in your intentions 

to undertake treatment during the course of the sentence and I am prepared to 

discount the sentence on that basis by three months. 

[12] The end sentence on both these charges is three years 10 months and those 

sentences are concurrent with each other. 

 

 

D J McNaughton 

District Court Judge 


