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NOTES OF JUDGE C J FIELD ON SENTENCING

 

 

[1] Mr Petera you have pleaded guilty now to be sentenced today on a large of 

number of charges of various sorts and I think it is important that I refer to each of 

them briefly. 

[2] Firstly, the charge of burglary.  There is a charge that on 7 October you 

burgled a property at Jamieson Road.  You and an associate were involved in that.  

You left, you ran away and you were arrested by the police. 

[3] Further, a charge of burglary on 24 July or thereabouts, a property in 

Broadwood in Kaitaia.  There is an issue perhaps regarding what occurred there in 

relation to the Yamaha bike but again that is a matter for which you have pleaded 

guilty to be sentenced. 



 

 

[4] Further, a charge of burglary on 1 November and that led to a number of 

offences arising from that including resisting arrest, escaping from custody, 

aggravated assault, possession of an offensive weapon namely a (inaudible 11:29:16) 

piece of wood. 

[5] All of this make sorry reading but I have to say that the burglary is the lead 

offence here and again you went to the property, you gained access to it, you uplifted 

items approximately worth $2000, walked off, went down to a park where you were 

confronted by the police.  You were carrying a weed eater and water and water 

blaster at the time, you were told to stop, you did not, you were restrained, you 

resisted arrest, you then ran off where you were pursued by the police and after 

another confrontation which a taser was presented and the OC spray deployed you 

again walked into a property nearby.  You assaulted the police and attempting to 

avoid being arrested. 

[6] Possession of the weapon is the branch of course and the injuries to the 

constable involved a punch in the head. 

[7] There was no lasting injury fortunately for you, and I suppose to that extent 

in terms of injury alone this could be regarded as being at the lower end of the scale.  

However it is a disturbing combination of offending resulting from that initial 

burglary. 

[8] So in relation to those charges, all the charges for which I have referred, I 

will have considered that a starting point of some 18 months’ imprisonment would 

have been appropriate but I have to say that in my view that is the least restrictive 

sentence that I can impose and it is very much at the lower end of the scale in the my 

view. 

[9] Further, you have a number of relevant previous convictions and there has to 

be some uplift of four months for your previous convictions which include a number 

of charges of burglary and assault charges as well. 



 

 

[10] I then have a series of domestic violence related offending, contravening a 

protection order and common assault.  These charges arose on 17 July when the 

victim was at her home address, you arrived unannounced, there was a discussion, 

you became overbearing physically, you hit her on the head, holding your car keys 

and you were told to leave the property.  You declined to comment but mentioned 

that you were upset. 

[11] And then we have the more recent charges or at least the charges you most 

recently pleaded to and they are assault a female, physical abuse of the protected 

person pursuant to a protection order, and again two charges of assaulting a female 

and breach of protection order. 

[12] Again this is simply more of the same unfortunately and this in my view 

justifies a cumulative sentence on the burglary related charges. 

[13] In relation to those latter charges of breach of protection order and the two 

male assaults female, you were at the address with the two victims, they had dropped 

off a bicycle apparently to the address, there was an argument between yourself and 

one of the victims and you began pulling off her arm to attempt to put her out of the 

vehicle window in which she was sitting, she was punched in the face.  Then the 

other victim exited the driver’s door and yelled at you telling you she would call the 

police and you then made threats to her, again punching her in the face as well. 

[14] So it seems to me that, again, cumulative to these offences warrant a sentence 

of 10 months’ imprisonment. 

[15] There is also I notice a sustained loss of traction charge which you have 

pleaded guilty and it would be a sentence of one month imprisonment in respect of 

that but that will be concurrent with the sentences I am about to impose. 

[16] In addition to that you are disqualified for a period of six months 

commencing today’s date with respect to the loss of traction charge. 

[17] I turn now to the way in which the sentencing should be apportioned. 



 

 

[18] My calculation is that the Court has a starting point now cumulatively on 

some 32 months. 

[19] Counsel has referred me to a number of matters that you have undertaken 

while in custody and you are to be given credit for that but I intend to incorporate 

that allowance into the 25 percent deduction which I am going to make for your plea 

of guilty, or close to that. 

[20] That would then leave an available sentence so far as the charges are 

concerned of two years and four months.  I will return to that again in a moment. 

[21] Before passing sentence I note that reparation is sought, $1650 in one 

instance and $2000 in another.  Given the sentence I am about to impose and in my 

view your complete inability to make any realistic reparation payments I decline to 

sentence you to reparation. 

[22] In respect of the burglary charges then, on each of those charges you are 

sentenced to imprisonment for two years and four months. 

[23] In respect of the family violence charges you are sentenced to nine months.  

Those however are concurrent with the two years and four months.  The intention of 

the Court is that you should be sentenced to two years and four months. 

[24]  In relation to the loss of traction charge you are sentenced to one month 

imprisonment, that is concurrent with the sentences that I have already imposed. 

[25] The sentence then, and I invite comment from counsel or prosecutor if I have 

made a mistake in the calculations, is two years and four month.  I beg your pardon, 

two years in total. 

[26] Mr Petera, I have just advised Mr Powell that I sentenced you to nine months’ 

imprisonment on the resisting police charge, that carries a maximum of three months 

so I sentence you to two months on that. 

[27] So in relation to CRN 2630 the sentence is one month imprisonment. 



 

 

[28] I sentenced you to two months on one of the charges.  It does not affect your 

total sentence but I am sentencing you to one month on the resisting charge, not nine. 

 

 

C J Field 

District Court Judge 


